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Here are some modern classics which make for
good reading and good gifts
A Room of One's Own by Virginia Woolf - $100
This important early work by
Virginia Woolf is an extended essay
based on lectures she delivered at
two women's colleges at Cambridge
University in 1928.The essay
examines whether women were
capable of producing work of the
quality of William Shakespeare,
among other challenging topics.
Woolf was the first great Feminist of
20th century Britain and not afraid
to take on men: “Women have
served all these centuries as looking
glasses possessing the magic and
delicious power of reflecting the
figure of man at twice its natural
size.”
New York: Harcourt, [1929. 1965] A very good
copy bound in dark blue cloth with gilt spine lettering, square and tight, in a very good
dustwrapper with slight tanning at the spine and endpapers. The scarce jacket features the
woodblock design by Woolf's sister, Vanessa Bell.

A Moveable Feast by Ernest Hemingway - $325
A posthumously-published collection of
writings which are accounts of
Hemingway's life in 1920's Paris,
illustrated with photographs of the
author and several of his wives. Here we
find Hemingway in the company of
Gertrude Stein, Sylvia Beach, F. Scott
Fitzgerald and many others in this very
nice paean to the City of Lights
New York: Scribner's 1964. First Edition. A fine copy
in quarter-backed red cloth and marbleized boards
with gilt lettering and gray topstain in a fine, bright
dustwrapper with no discernible flaws. This is the true
first edition (with A-3.64 on the copyright page).
.

The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe (Signed) - $400
Tom Wolfe's landmark book about the
pilots engaged in U.S. postwar research
and development of the space program
leading to Apollo ll. Here's an explanation
of its origins from Newsday: " Not long

after Neil Armstrong set foot on the
moon in 1969 leaving his imprint for
the ages, author Tom Wolfe asked
himself a simple question: “What
makes a man willing to sit on top of
an enormous Roman candle, such as
a Redstone, Atlas, Titan, or Saturn
rocket, and wait for someone to light
the fuse?”
Wolfe’s answer came after five long
years of research and interviews with
America’s first group of astronauts:
"The Right Stuff." This copy is signed by
Wolfe on the title page in his
characteristic florid style.
New York: Farrar Straus, 1979. First edition. First Printing. A near-fine copy in gray linen cloth
with red, blue and silver lettering and design, and with a facsimile of Wolfe's signature in blind on
the front panel. There are a few minor spots on the textblock. The book is housed in a near-fine
dustwrapper with a tiny wrinkle at the bottom of the rear pastedown.

The Remains of the Day
by Kazuo Ishiguro (Signed) - $150
The author's fine novel, winner of the
Man Booker Prize in 1989 for Best
Fiction, and later adapted by Marchant
and Ivory into an Academy-Award
nominated film, starring Anthony
Hopkins and Emma Thompson. The
novel ranks in the Sunday Times' list of
100 greatest novels. It tells the story of
the head butler of a grand British estate,
who makes some very bad decisions
which he learns to regret. The author
has signed on the title page. Ishiguro
was awarded the 2017 Nobel Prize for
Literature.
New York: Knopf, 1989. First edition. First
printing. A fine copy in quarter-backed blue cloth and
gray paper binding with silver spine lettering and red
topstain in a fine pictorial dustwrapper. An immaculate copy.

The Garden of the Finzi-Continis
by Giorgio Bassani - $100
The author's second novel, chronicling the
lives of a family of Italian Jews from the
rise of Mussolini until the start of WWII.
This book is considered the best of
Bassani's novels about the lives of Italian
Jews in the northern Italian city of Ferrara.
Although the novel focuses on the
relationships between the major
characters, the shadow of creeping Italian
fascism, especially the racial laws that
restricted Jews' participation in Italian
society, looms over all the novel's events. A
great film was made of it in 1970, directed
by Vittorio de Sica and starring Lino
Capolicchio, Dominique Sanda and
Helmut Berge. It won an Oscar as Best
Foreign Film. Translation by Isabel Quigly.
New York: Atheneum, 1965. First English Edition. A fine copy in gray cloth with silver spine
lettering, square and tight, with red topstain and a light dusting on the bottom of the text block in
a fine, bright pictorial dustwrapper designed by George Salter.

Country Girl by Edna O'Brien
A Memoir (Signed) - $100
Edna O'Brien is one of Ireland's national
treasures but some Irish, from childhood
on, have made her pay for it with all kinds
of abuse, especially after she published
her first book, The Country Girls, which
her parish priest felt compelled to
burn. Through marriage, children, and
divorce, O'Brien has soldiered on,
producing one sumptuous book after
another. You will learn all about her
encounters with Jackie O, Marguerite
Duras, Peter Brook, Samuel Beckett,
Marlon Brando, Jack Nicholson, Richard
Burton, Norman Mailer, and many others
in this enthralling story, selected by the
New York Times as one
of the best memoirs of the last 50 years.
New York: Little, Brown, 2013. First edition. A fine copy in gray boards with gilt spine lettering in
a fine dustwrapper featuring a photo of O'Brien as a young woman. Both book and jacket are
pristine. O'Brien has signed this copy on the title page.

The Stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald - $75
Twenty-eight of Fitzgerald's stories,
including such gems as "The Diamond
as Big as the Ritz,” " Bernice Bobs Her
Hair," and “Babylon Revisited." The
selections were made by the critic
Malcolm Cowley from some 160 stories
written by the author. Cowley's choices
result in a collection that is stimulating,
wide in range, and rich in color. He has
written an Introduction for this book.
New York: Scribner, 1951. First Edition. A near-fine
copy bound in black cloth with slightly faded gilt spine
lettering and with lightly-toned endpapers in a nearfine dustwrapper with a few minute chips at the
extremities. Only 7,500 copies were issued.

Out of Africa by Isak Dinesen - $100
This is Dinesen's (AKA Karen Blixen)
most-renowned work. The book recounts
events of the seventeen years Blixen
spent in Kenya, then known as British
East Africa. She lived on a coffee farm
she loved, first with her husband, later
alone. Her fondness for the local animals
and the native peoples is evident in her
evocative writing. Out of Africa formed
the basis for a great movie starring
Meryl Streep and Robert Redford
New York: Random House, 1938. First edition. A nearfine copy in quarter-backed black and orange cloth
boards with gilt spine lettering and décor on the front
panel. There is minute edge wear in a nearfine pictorial dustwrapper with slight browning to the
spine

Woolf in Ceylon
by Christopher Ondaatje (Signed) - $75
Christopher Ondaatje, the older brother of the
novelist Michael Ondaatje (The English
Patient), was born in Ceylon, made a fortune in
finance in Canada, became an explorer and
discovered the source of the Nile, lives in
England and is a major benefactor of many
charities in the U. K. He returned to Ceylon
(now Sri Lanka) and traced the 7 years of
Leonard Woolf's residence there, pointing out
his growing disillusionment with the British
Colonial system. The photos contribute to this
marvelous description of a county now
receiving the world's attention during a
difficult time. Ondaatje has inscribed this copy
to a friend and signed it as well on the title page
as "Christopher Ondaatje."
Toronto: HarperCollings, 2005. First Edition.
A fine copy bound in dark green cloth with
bright gilt spine lettering in a fine, illustrated
dustwrapper with a painting of Woolf. Both book and jacket are pristine. Many
photos, black and white, from the era of Woolf's visit and current scenes. Includes a
bibliography and index. 8" X 10 3/4".

The English Patient
by Michael Ondaatje (Signed) - $150)
Michael Ondaatje's intense love story,
co-winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
1992, was made into a terrific movie in
1996 starring Ralph Fiennes, Juliette
Binoche, Willem Dafoe, Kristin Scott
Thomas and Naveen Andrews, directed
by Anthony Minghella.This is
Ondaatje's Man Booker Prize winner
and the novel which many consider to
be the Canadian author's finest work. In
2018, this book was awarded the
Golden Man Booker Prize for the "best
work of fiction from five decades of the
Man Booker awards." Ondaatje has
signed this copy on the title page.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992 First Edition. A fine copy in quarter-backed tan cloth and paperbacked boards with gilt spine lettering and carmine endpapers in a fine, photographic
dustwrapper. Book and jacket are immaculate.

The Leopard by Giuseppe Di Lampedusa -$250
This Italian classic, set in the midnineteenth century, describes the author's
Sicilian great-grandfather, the Prince of
Salina, at the point of decline of his and
the traditional Italian way of life. It has
been called "the greatest novel of the 19th
century" although it first appeared in Italy
in 1958. A great film was made from this
book in 1963, starring Burt Lancaster.
London: Collins and Harvill, 1960. First British
edition. A very good copy bound in green cloth
with slightly faded gilt spine lettering in the
original wraparound dustwrapper designed by
Hans Tisdall, lightly faded at the spine panel,
with a little edgewear and some internal
reinforcement to the spine ends.

Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter
by Mario Vargas Llosa - (Signed) - $300
The Nobel Prize-winning novelist's seventh
book, which first appeared in Spain in 1977, is
set in Peru during the 1950s. An 18-year-old
student falls for a 32-year-old divorcee with
explosive results.. The novel is based on the
author's real life experience. His ex-wife wrote
her version a few years later. Vargas Llosa's
book was made into a popular movie called Tune
in Tomorrow. The author has signed this copy
on the title page.
New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1982. First
Edition. A fine copy in quarter-backed maroon
cloth and orange paper-backed boards with gilt
spine lettering in a fine, illustrated dustwrapper
featuring an old typewriter and an Indian
painting.

For The New Intellectual:
The Philosophy of Ayn Rand - $250
Ayn Rand, the Russian -American author
who developed a huge following after
publication of her novels Atlas Shrugged
and The Fountainhead later became a
popular lecturer and delivered a stirring
speech at Yale University in 1960 which
was turned into this book, with passages
from all her novels, including
Anthem and We the Living. She examines
the philosophical nature of money, the
psychology of sexual desire, the
condemnation encountered by successful
industrialists, socialized (i.e.
government-regulated) medicine, the
motivation of profit versus the public
good , and an essay about Rand's
philosophy of Objectivism.
New York: Random House, 1961. First Edition. A fine copy in black cloth with bright gilt spine
lettering and dark blue endpapers in a fine dustwrapper, intact and whole, with an art deco design
by Janet Halverson, altogether a lovely copy.

The Cider House Rules
 by John Irving - (Signed) $400
Irving's sixth novel, set in rural Maine
beginning in the Twenties, relates the story
of a beloved obstetrician who founds an
orphanage in the town of St. Cloud's, and
of his favorite orphan, Homer Wells, whom
he raises like a son, and whose life, as he
grows up, becomes increasingly
complicated as presented in the
incomparable Irving style. Love affairs, a
deep inspection of abortion, and other
topics of dramatic contradictions are
intermixed in this fascinating story, later
made into an award-winning film for
which Irving won the Academy Award for
Best Adapted Screenplay and Michael
Caine won his second Academy Award for
Best Supporting Actor. John Irving has signed this copy on the title page
New York: William Morrow, 1985. First Edition. First printing. A fine copy in quarter-backed
brown cloth and tan boards with gilt spine lettering in a fine, illustrated dustwrapper, the book
and jacket immaculate.

On the Road by Jack Kerouac - $2500
The author’s second novel, a
fictionalized account of Kerouac's exploits
with Neal Cassady ("“Dean Moriarty"),
Allen Ginsberg ("Carlo Marx"), and
William S. Burroughs ("Bull
Lea"). Kerouac claimed to have written its
final version in just three weeks, typing it
on a role of teletype paper to help
maintain momentum and spontaneity.
The original roll was sold for $2.4 million
at Christie's in May. The buyer was James
Irsay, owner of the Indianapolis Colts
This is a lovely copy, one of 7,500 copies
in the original printing, best symbolizing
the Beat Generation.
New York: Viking, 1957. First Edition. A fine copy in original black cloth with white lettering and
red topstain, square and tight, in a bright and complete first-issue dustwrapper, professionally
restored, and with the original $3.95 price on the front flap.

Tribute to Tom Wolfe
Tom Wolfe was a customer of Crawford Doyle
Booksellers' store from its inception in 1995 until
its closing in 2017. He lived nearby and
occasionally dropped in to chat with us and
customers, sign first editions of his books, and tell
us fascinating stories about his experiences as he
turned out one great book after another. He was
consistently warm, funny, and generous with
everyone he met. A true Southern gentleman and
one I miss a lot. Our store closed in April, 2017 (at
which time we moved operations to our library).
Tom died a year later and many people who knew
him are still grieving his loss, including me.
John Doyle
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